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the trial he wrote, "If he was impeached for general cussedness, there 
would be no difficulty in the case." A little later he wrote, "This trial 
has almost killed me, and will probably quite do so by the time it is 
finished." He, however, survived the impeachment trial a little more 
than a year. 

One cannot read this life without realizing that men have given 
their lives to their country in ways which required a higher type of 
courage and manhood than is exhibited by the mere military hero. 

The two volumes which present the public services of Senator 
Fessenden give evidence of a large amount of labor in the collection of 
materials. The volumes are for the most part made up of letters, and 
quotations and paraphrases from speeches, public records and news- 
papers. The material selected is in general well adapted to exhibit the 
character of the man and his times. It is to be regretted that the 
materials were not arranged for the greater convenience of the reader. 
The chronology is often confusing. No dates are given at the top of 
the page, and in the text the year is usually omitted from the dates given. 
There is, for instance, a very definite statement as to the day and the 
month in which Senator Fessenden died, but it requires a considerable 
effort to make out from the text the year of this event. Even when one 
is reading the entire text in order the dates as given are confusing and 
sometimes misleading. With a change of subject a different year is 
required which the text does not indicate. Jesse Macy. 



The Legislature of the Province of Virginia: Its Internal Development. 
By Elmer I. Miller. (Columbia Studies in History, Economics 
and Public Law. Pp. 176.) 

This is a monograph based chiefly upon Hening's Statutes and upon 
the Journals of the two houses of the Virginia assembly which are access- 
ible in America. The introduction calls attention to the general and 
special difficulties of the subject and describes the forms of legislation 
which prevailed in Virginia before 1619. The first chapter presents a care- 
ful narrative, both chronological and topical, of the assemblies from 1619 
to 1624. The next chapter begins with the session of 1625, and the 
treatment is thereafter topical. Four chapters are devoted to the house 
of burgesses, the qualifications of its members, its organization and its 
procedure. One chapter is given to the governor and one to the coun- 
cil as parts of the legislature, and the concluding chapter treats of the 
legislature as a whole. 
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Dr. Miller's painstaking search through the statutes and the journals 
results in an array of facts that as a rule leaves little for subsequent 
investigators to gather. His interpretation of the facts which he has 
gleaned exhibits familiarity with the literature devoted to Virginia his- 
tory. Thus he follows Stanard in controverting Story's egregious error 
as to the cessation of the assembly's sittings in the reign of Charles I, 
and elaborates W. W. Henry's list of occasions when the legislature 
asserted the right of self-taxation. The volume successfully achieves 
its declared purpose of describing the institutional development of the 
Virginia assembly. The discussion of the wider relations of Virginia 
history to that of England and the other colonies is not always so satis- 
factory and indicates that the author has neglected to some degree the 
recent monographic work of others. For example, the error (perhaps 
a misprint) in Thwaites' The Colonies, where 1746, instead of 1740, is 
given as the date of the English act for naturalization in the colonies, is 
taken over bodily by Dr. Miller. An examination of Carpenter's study 
of Naturalization in England and the American Colonies would not only 
have prevented the slip in the date, but would have enabled Dr. Miller 
to improve his account of the measures concerning naturalization that 
were passed by the Virginia assembly. An excellent analytical table 
of contents makes clear the topical plan upon which the monograph is 
developed. The bibliography suffers from some misprints. 

Railway Corporations as Public Servants. By Henry S. Haines. 
(New York: The Macmillan Company. 1907. Pp. 233.) 

This book is the outgrowth of a series of lectures delivered by the 
author at the Boston University School of Law. The author states in 
his preface that the present work supplements in a way his previous 
work on Restrictive Railway Legislation. The subject is presented in 
nine chapters or lectures, no footnotes or authorities being cited outside 
of the body of the text. The material is presented in a popular manner; 
and the book is interesting throughout, though more or less of a repeti- 
tion of the author's ideas on railway problems as presented in his other 
works. The present work, however, brings the discussion of the railway 
question down to date, and serves well the purpose for which, no doubt, 
it has been published — a popular treatment. 

The nine chapters of the book are as follows: I The Nature of a 
Public Service; II The Public Service of a Railway; III The Public 
Benefits Conferred by Railways; IV The Public Burdens Imposed by 



